SHORT & CERTIFICATE COURSES

WITS PLUS

BASIC RESEARCH
SKILLS

Join us on the Wits Campus for our
evening class in Basic Research
Skills, offered over 14 weeks.

The course is offered at the
University of the Witwatersrand in
lecture format. You will be guided
through this programme by a
subject expert.

TARGET AUDIENCE

The course will be offered to
applicants who apply in terms of
the mature age exemption clause
to register for a BA degree at Wits
Plus.

T+27 11 717 9503 / 9511 / 9519
E shortcourses.witsplus@wits.ac.za
W www.wits.ac.za/part-time

OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE

This short course aims to develop students’ skills in gathering
and processing of information. It will develop their critical
reading and research skills. It will prepare them for doing
assignments and writing reports at the required level.

ADMISSION CRITERIA

Mature age applicants (older than 23 years) who did not
obtain a complete exemption. They should have passed
Matric or National Senior Certificate (NSC), English on
Higher Grade or NSC with at least a D symbol, and three
other subjects with at least D symbol.

OUTCOMES AND COMPETENCIES

After successful completion of this course participants

should be able to:

» Identify and define a social, educational, organisational,
community or workplace researchable problem

* Explain research as a means of solving problems

* Demonstrate understanding of different philosophies
and approaches to research

» Demonstrate awareness of ethical practices when doing
research

e Gather and process information using a variety of
methods such as questionnaires, interviews, discussion
and observations

* Use libraries and computers as a means of gathering
and processing information

» Select appropriate research methods to address an
identified problem

+ Carry out a structured enquiry

* Reflect on and report the results of the enquiry

*  Write a structured report

COURSE CONTENT
Topics covered include the following:

*  What is research?
* Identifying a research problem
* Research Design and Research Methods
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* Research Ethics

» Literature reviews

» Putting the Research Proposal together

* Reading research

 Data Analysis: arranging processing and
interpreting data

*  Writing Skills: writing a research report

Detailed course outlines will be given to participants
in the first lecture.

COMMENCEMENT DATES

Semester 1:
February: Wednesday 17:30 — 19:30

Semester 2:
July: Tuesday 17:30 — 19:30

ASSESSMENT OF PERFORMANCE

Students will be required to attend the lectures,
submit assignments and write an examination.
Students will be required to achieve a minimum of
50% to satisfy the requirements of the programme
and receive a certificate of competence.

LENGTH OF THE COURSE

Lectures will take place once a week over
14 weeks. The duration of each lecture will
be 2 hours. The 13th lecture will be revision and
will be followed by a three-hour examination in
the 14th week.

WHO IS THE LECTURER?

The course will be taught by Wits staff members
in a small group environment in lectures and
tutorials.

FEES

R10 100, inclusive of the class notes.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

The fees for all courses are the responsibility of
the individual attending the course. All fees must
be paid prior to registration. Payment can be made
by electronic payment or bank deposits. You will
then need to bring the original deposit slip to Wits
Plus on the registration dates as indicated on your
letter of acceptance.

CAMPUS ACCESS

All short course participants must obtain a Visitor’s
Access Card at a cost of tR140 per year. Parking
disc fees also apply: arrangements need to be
made with the parking office.

CANCELLATION OF A COURSE

Courses with a duration of up to five contact days
(including Wits Plus courses offered over one
semester):

* Cancellation before commencement of
lectures will result in an administrationfee of
15% of the total course fee regardless of the
reason.

» Cancellation after commencement of lectures
will result in liability for the full amount of the
course fees regardless of the reason.

Note: Wits Plus, University of the Witwatersrand, reserves the right to withdraw a course from its programme

should registrations not reach viable numbers. In this event a full refund will be made. Refund requests will take
a minimum of 30 working days to be processed after all documentation has been received.




